
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

Please note:   
School will be closed for 

pupils on Friday 3rd May due 

to a staff inset day and also 

on Monday 6th May  

due to the Bank holiday. 

 

 

At St Bernadette’s Catholic School, you will find us caring, hardworking and co-operative.  We follow the ways of 

Jesus using our talents and gifts to make our school special.  We show respect to all and welcome you. 
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Gospel Reflection 
Elizabeth is filled with joy because she knows Jesus is going 
to be the Son of God and Mary is the chosen mother so 
their family is going to be the Family of God. 
Mary is happy because she knows that her cousin Elizabeth 
will one day go to heaven because she is filled with the Holy 
Spirit and that she knows God’s plan for Mary. 
Babies need love, guidance and God. No matter where a 
baby is born, all babies have the right to have equal love and 
care. 
Written by Anngelina and Leniyce. 
 
 

 Christmas Wishes 
The Governors, staff and pupils of  

St Bernadette’s would like to extend a happy and holy 
Christmas and prosperous new year  

to all our families. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you as parents 
for all your support to the children and staff during the 

term.  Your kind words, gifts and understanding have been 
very welcomed. 

 
May I also take this opportunity to wish you and your 

families a safe, restful, and holy Christmas and New Year 
filled with joy and happiness. 

 
 
 

 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45 
Soon afterwards Mary got ready and hurried off to a 

town in the hill country of Judea. She went into 

Zechariah's house and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth 
heard Mary's greeting, the baby moved within her. 

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and said in a 
loud voice, “You are the most blessed of all women, and 

blessed is the child you will bear! Why should this great 
thing happen to me, that my Lord's mother comes to visit 

me? For as soon as I heard your greeting, the baby within 

me jumped with gladness. How happy you are to believe 
that the Lord's message to you will come true!” 

 

 

Christmas Closure 
School closes today for Christmas and will re-open to children on Monday 6th January. We 

wish all of our families and very happy and holy Christmas, when it arrives. 

 



    

 

Diary Dates 

 
 

Monday 6th January 
School reopens to children 

Tuesday 7th January 
9.00 am - Year 2 SATS Meeting for Parents 

Wednesday 8th January 
Whole School Mass 9.30am Holy Family Church 

Thursday 9th January 
9.00 am - Year 6 SATS Meeting for Parents 

Friday 10th January 
Open Afternoon for prospective parents 1.30pm 

Thursday 16 January 
Year 6 Maths Open Week 

Friday 17 January 
Year 5 - Maths Open Morning 

Monday 20 January 
Year 1 - Maths Open Morning 

Tuesday 21 January 
Year 3 - Maths Open Morning 

Thursday 23 January 
Year 2 - Maths Open Morning 

Friday 24 January 
Reception - Maths Open Morning 

Tuesday 28 January 
Year 4 - Maths Open Morning 

Wednesday 29 January 
9.00 am Year 2 – Mass 
Thursday 30 January 

Nursery - Maths Open Morning Green & Red 
Group 

Friday 31 January 
Nursery - Maths Open Morning Blue & Yellow 

Group 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Good Bye Miss Hulse 
Miss Hulse our SENDCo, will be leaving us at the end of this term. 
Miss Hulse has been at St Bernadette’s since 2016. She began her 
time as the Computing Lead and now more recently the SENDCo, 
working with the children and families of our children who have 
SEND. She has worked tirelessly to develop the provision within school 
and liaise with other agencies to ensure all children have more 
specialist support where required. 
Miss Hulse has been a valued member of the teaching staff and 
Leadership Team and her hard work and commitment has shone 
through in her time here. She leaves to develop her expertise and to 
continue to help other children who require extra support, moving on 
to the Physical Disabilities Team in the Local Authority where she will 
provide support and guidance for a wide range of schools across 
Birmingham. 
I know you will all join me in wishing her every success as she moves 
on to the next stage in her career. We thank her for her time, 
enthusiasm and commitment to the children and families of St 
Bernadette’s. She will be greatly missed. 
 

Light a candle to offer a prayer 
We keep the following in our prayers this week: 
 

Nancy, who continues to receive treatment 
in hospital. 
 

The mother of Mason and Cillian  
who continues with her treatment. 
 

The O’Toole family 

The O’Brien family   

The Father of Miriam in Year 1 

The Whyte Family 

The Grandfather of Sonny 

 

Meeting for Prospective Nursery/Reception entry in 
September 2024 

 
Open session for parents of children who would like to consider St 
Bernadette’s for a Nursery/Reception place in September 2025. 

 

Friday 10 January 2025 – 1.30pm 
 

 
If you know anyone who may be interested,  

please let them know. 

 
 
 

 

Safeguarding reminder 

Please remember that if you have any concerns 
regarding the safeguarding of a child, 
members of the public are able to make an 
anonymous referral to the safeguarding team 
within Birmingham City Council. Parents 
should call 3031888 and share their concerns 
with a duty social worker. The safeguarding 
leads in school are Mr Carroll, Miss Finnegan, 
Miss Hulse and Miss Cowings and they will be 
happy to support any parents in this process 
should they be required. 

 



     
 

  

 

Two lucky children had the opportunity to visit the 
Midlands Art Centre to watch the show 'Finding 
Santa'. Two elves were on one very important mission: 
to bring everyone's letters to Santa on Christmas Eve! 

The children rated the show 10/10.  
 

 
 

 

 
Celebrating Saanvi’s Success in BBC 500 

Words! 
We are delighted to announce that Ella and the 
Secret Animal Language by Saanvi (Year 3) has 

progressed to the next stage of the prestigious BBC 500 
Words competition! This incredible achievement places 
Saanvi among the top 5,000 entries from tens of 

thousands submitted nationwide. 
The BBC 500 Words is the UK's largest story writing 
competition for children aged 5-11, and reaching this 
stage is a testament to Saanvi's creativity and hard 
work. The next round of judging will be conducted by 

the Reading Agency, and we eagerly await the 
announcement of the shortlisted stories in 

January. Congratulations, Saanvi—you should be very 
proud! 

 

Carol Service – Year 5 & 6  
The Y5 & 6 Carol Service took place on  
Tuesday night at Holy Family church. It was 
fantastic to see the church so full with  
friends, family, past pupils and past  
members of staff.  
The service was exceptional. The choir, the soloists and the 
readers sang and read beautifully. There were around 150 
children from Year 5 & 6 who took part and really made an 
outstanding contribution to the life of the school. It was a very 
special night.  
We would like to thank all parents for bringing their children 
along to take part and give something back to the school 
community. It was amazing to see.  
A big thank you also goes to the band of Jacky, Nick and 
Jonathan who support the school regularly at our Carol 
Services and Year 6 Productions and all the teachers who 
helped prepare the children so well. 
 

 

 
 

for common conditions without the potential delay of having to 

wait for a GP appointment? Accessing the service may mean 

that we can help children feel better and get back to school as 

quickly as possible, as well as supporting parents/carers to also 

get better if they are unwell with one of the conditions covered 

under the service. 

There is no need to make an appointment; parents or carers 

can pop into their local Boots pharmacy with their child and 

ask for help under the service. 

Support for the following conditions can be accessed under the 

service, free of charge (unless NHS prescription charges apply): 

Common condition Patient eligibility 

Earache 1 to 17 years 

Impetigo 1 year and over 

Infected insect bites and stings 1 year and over  
Sore throats 5 years and over  
Sinusitis 12 years and over  
Uncomplicated urinary tract Women 16 to 64 years  
Shingles 18 years and over 

A summary of the service is available as an animation and 

more information can also be found 

at nhs.uk/thinkpharmacyfirst as well as 

at https://www.boots.com/healthhub/a-z-services/pharmacy-

first. 

 

NHS Pharmacy First Service 
Did you know that the NHS 
Pharmacy First Service 
enables children and adults to 
get convenient access to seven 
healthcare advice and 
treatment where appropriate,  Girls Uniform 

Just a reminder that if girls are wearing 
trousers to school they need to be grey straight 

leg trousers. All uniform information is 
available on the school website in the Parents 

tab and go to Prospectus. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ec-43uOnzPY
https://www.nhs.uk/nhs-services/pharmacies/how-pharmacies-can-help/
https://www.boots.com/healthhub/a-z-services/pharmacy-first
https://www.boots.com/healthhub/a-z-services/pharmacy-first


 

 

 

 

 

 

 
School of Sanctuary Update 

SCHOOL FUND ACADEMIIC 
YEAR 2024-2025 

 
Parents are requested to make a 
donation of £10.00 per child or 
£10.00 per family to our school 
fund.  Log onto 
https://www.parentpay.com/ 
This payment will help to subsidise the 
cost of some of the activities that take 
place throughout the school year to 
enhance the curriculum ie workshops 
and theme days, and ensure our 
children continue to have the broadest 
possible experiences in school. 
Thank you for your continued 
support. 

 
 

 

 
 

Inclement Weather 
If there is bad weather, and in the 
unlikely event that school needs to 
close, please listen to the local radio 
stations.  The school texting service, 
school website and the school Twitter 

feed will also be used to inform 
parents.  If you do not receive a text 
by 8am, then you can assume that 
school will be open as normal.  If a 

blanket closure is announced by 
Birmingham City Council then we will 
close.  Please note, school will complete 

a risk assessment of the site while 
making this decision, it is up to you as 
parents to risk assess your journey to 
school to ensure the children arrive 

safely. 
 

 

Maths Open Mornings 

We are delighted to invite parents and carers into school for a Maths Open Morning 
from 8:50 am to 10:00 am on the following dates: 

Year 6: Thursday 16th January 
Year 5: Friday 17th January 
Year 1: Monday 20th January 
Year 3: Tuesday 21st January 

Year 2: Thursday 23rd January 
Reception: Friday 24th January 
Year 4: Tuesday 28th January 

Nursery: Thursday 30th January (Green and Red Groups) 
Nursery: Friday 31st January (Blue and Yellow Groups). 

Nursery parents and carers to go to Nursery via the Nursery entrance at 9am. 
 
This is an exciting opportunity to: 
Watch a live maths session in your child’s class. 
Learn about the methods and strategies we use in school. 
Work 1:1 with your child during the session. 

We hope you can join us for this interactive and engaging session to see your child’s 
learning in action. Please reply by on ParentPay Friday 10th January. 

 

 

 

 
 

Times-Tables Tribe – 
Glorious Gold 

 
Congratulations 

 to Amelia in Y4 for 
achieving her gold badge 
last week.  Amelia can 
quickly recall all of her 
times-tables up to 12 x 12. 

What a super star! 
 
 

 

 
‘Bring It On Brum!’ is running FREE 

activity clubs in Birmingham for young 
people aged 4-16 who are eligible for 

benefits-related free school meals. There 
are a huge range of activities available 
including sports and games, arts and 
crafts, cookery, dance and music. 

Programmes vary depending on the type 
and location of each local club and each 

holiday club will give your child a 
nutritious meal too! Please read the 
‘Bring It On Brum!’ letter which was 
emailed to parents and carers of 

children who are eligible for benefits-
related free school meals this week. If 
you believe you are eligible for benefits-
related free school meals, but didn’t 

receive a letter via email, please contact 
Miss O’Neill in the school office.  

www.bringitonbrum.co.uk  
 

 

https://www.parentpay.com/
http://www.bringitonbrum.co.uk/


  

Reception Admissions  
If you have a child who is due to start Reception in 
September 2025, please remember that you must complete 
your application by 15th January at 11.59am. This should 
be completed online and a supplementary application form 
should be completed for St Bernadette’s School if you 
have listed us as one of your choices. Parents are unlikely 
to get their first choice school if they submit a late 
application. Parents should list three different primary 
schools on their form.  

 
 

 
12 Days Wild is our festive nature challenge, 

encouraging you to do one wild thing a day 

from the 25th December to the 5th January each 

year. In those quiet days between Christmas and 
New Year, winter wildlife is just waiting to be 

explored! Your wild acts could be little things to help 
nature - like recycling your Christmas tree or 
feeding the birds – or ways to connect to the 
natural world, like taking in the calm of 
stargazing. 
  
Anyone can sign up to the challenge on our website 

here:  https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/12dayswild  and you will 
have access to a digital pack to get started. 

 

 

Nursery Places 
Following the Christmas break, we will be considering our 
Nursery applications. If you are a parent of a child who 
was born between September 2021 and August 2022 and 
would like your child to start in our Nursery in September 

2025, please complete the form at the school office. 

 

Termly reports  
Staff will be completing their termly reports for pupils 
prior to the Christmas break. These reports will reflect 
the results that children have attained in their formal 
assessments this term. The report also includes 
information about your child’s attendance, the effort 
they make in lessons and in their homework and their 
general attitude towards school life. Reports will be 
emailed to parents by Friday 17th January.  

 

This week, KS2 students participated in two exciting sporting 
events, showcasing their teamwork and determination. 

At Paget Primary School, our tag rugby team took part in a 
friendly tournament. The players displayed excellent skills and 
cooperation, giving their all in every match. Their hard work 
and enthusiasm were evident, and they represented our school 
brilliantly. A big well done to everyone who participated! 

Meanwhile, our Year 5 and 6 football team competed in a 
challenging tournament at the Sedgemere. After some tough 
matches, the team advanced to the quarterfinals, where they 
faced a strong opponent and were narrowly defeated 1-0. 
Despite the result, the players demonstrated outstanding effort, 
resilience, and sportsmanship throughout the competition. Our 
goalkeeper, Archie, was the player of the night—he was 
amazing! 

Mr. Markham-Jones would like to thank all the children, Miss 
Baker for driving the minibus and braving the cold, and the 
parents who attended and supported. We’re incredibly proud of 
our teams and look forward to more sporting successes in the 
future!  Thank you Mr Markham-Jones. 

 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/12dayswild


  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Christmas Baubles Competition 
Congratulations and a huge well done to everyone who created their 
own Christmas Bauble for our tree. They all looked amazing. It was 
certainly a tough job to pick all the winners. Congratulations to 
everyone who took part and to the first, second and third places in 
each year band who each received some chocolate as their prizes. Well 
done everyone. 

 
 
 

Thank you to the generosity of the parents and 
staff at St Bernadette's who so willingly gave 
presents for St Chad's Sanctuary. St Chad's 

is  a place of welcome and hospitality for 

Asylum Seekers and Refugees 
 

These presents will be given to children and 
families who use the Sanctuary. Thank you 

for being so generous and thinking of others at 
this very special time. 

 

 



 School of Sanctuary Update 
Miss Abdi 

In 2015 I moved to Bristol from Somalia on a spouse visa. My husband was living here so I came to join him. We were living 
in a rented home and my husband had good job. Shortly after I gave birth to my daughter we were happily family. 

I moved away to Birmingham with my daughter after a few years and we stayed with my aunt. I was advised to go to a 
homeless centre to get somewhere to stay. I was given temporary accommodation. I lived there for a few months until I got my 
permanent home. I did not have any bad experiences while I was settling in England. 

I started going to college to learn English language but this was not too much of a struggle because I was doing my degree back 
home. While here, I studied health and social care level 3. After that I signed up with an agency and I started working. I 
worked in different schools as a Special Needs teaching assistant. This brought me to St.Bernadette's in 2022. I worked in 
different year bands with a lot of different children. I also did some 1:1 and group work here. I am settled here now and 
enjoy supporting the children in their learning. 

One of the most special times in my life was when I went back home to visit my family, two years ago. It was lovely time to 
see my family again.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 School of Sanctuary Update 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pantomime Stars 
We are excited to share that two of our very talented pupils, Tayah and Amily, will be performing in the Robin Hood 
pantomime at Sutton Coldfield Town Hall during the Christmas break. We are incredibly proud of their hard work and 
dedication, and we wish them the best of luck! 

We encourage you to support them if you can by attending one of the shows. Tickets are still available for the following 
performances: 

 Saturday 21st – 6:00 PM 
 Tuesday 24th – 9:30 AM 
 Thursday 26th – 12:30 PM 
 Sunday 29th – 12:30 PM 
 Tuesday 31st – 3:30 PM 

We hope you can join us in supporting Tayah and Amily in what promises to be a fantastic show! 

https://www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/family-pantomime/robin-hood-2024  

 

 

 
 

 

St Bernadette’s School Choir 
The school choir were invited to spread some Christmas Cheer to 
some Residential Homes on Wednesday of this week. Some of 
the choir visited Bell Lane Care Home where there are three 
residents who have specific needs that require full time care. It 
was amazing to see the residents enjoying the singing and it 
certainly brought smiles to the faces of them and the staff. 
They were then joined by the full choir at Westhall Court in 
Sheldon which is an assisted living residential home for the 
elderly. The children were amazing and the residents loved 
listening to and joining in with the Christmas songs the choir 
were performing. They represented the school exceptionally and 
certainly spread the Christmas Spirit. Thanks to Miss Hill, our 
choir director who leads the choir expertly every Tuesday after 
school. 
 

https://www.suttoncoldfieldtownhall.com/events/family-pantomime/robin-hood-2024


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Blessing of the Nativity Cribs 
On Wednesday afternoon Fr Fretch came into school to bless the Nativity Crib scenes some of the children 
had made at home with their families.  They were all incredible and many of them had been made using 
recycled materials in keeping with our ‘Live Simply’ message.  Thank you to all of the children and families 
for the time and effort you put into making them.  It has been a joy to see them on display around school 
and we hope you enjoy having them in your homes over the Christmas season. 
 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 


